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For details about the material in this report, call 
(970)350-9811.  To view the report online, visit 
www.greeleygov.com/ccr. Access information about 
drinking water in general on the EPAõs drinking water 
Web site at www.epa.gov/safewater.

Greeleyõs Water and Sewer Board meetings are open 
to the public. Meetings are usually held the third 
Wednesday afternoon of  each month at City Hall, 
1000 10th Street.  For details, please call (970)350-9812 
or visit www.greeleygov.com/water.  

Esta es informaci·n importante.  Si no la pueden leer, necesitan que alguien 
se la traduzca. Si tiene alguna pregunta llame al telefono (970) 350-9811.

Greeleyõs drinking water meets or exceeds all applicable 
federal, state and local standards for drinking water 
quality. This report, the ninth annual, details Greeleyõs 
public water system for the calendar year 2006.  It 
provides customers an opportunity to learn about 
drinking water sources and quality.

In 1907, Greeley 
þ nished construction
of  its Bellvue 
Treatment Facility, 
consisting of  slow 
sand þ lters and 36 
miles of  wooden pipe to Greeley. Until then, residents 
relied on wells built into the gravel bed of  the river  to 
provide water to their homes. In 2007, the Water & Sewer 
Department is celebrating the 100th anniversary of  Greeleyõs 
water system. 

June 21 Water Facility & Reservoir Tour
July 6 òColorado Water, Liquid Goldó Exhibit
August 18 Greeley Water Legacy Festival
September 13 Water Facility & Reservoir Tour

Call (970) 350-9204 for information on any of  our special 
events or visit www.greeleygov.com/water.

The mission of  Greeley Water is to protect both the quality 
and quantity of  your water supply.  This report describes 
the high water quality that Greeley citizens have come to 
expect and deserve in their drinking water.  Making sure 
that all water going down the pipe meets the highest quality 
standards is a 24-hour a day job.  This report documents that 
job was well done, as it has since pure þ ltered Poudre water 
þ rst ÿ owed to Greeley, a hundred years ago this year.

Greeley Waterõs mission is to provide you with pure plentiful 
water for health and þ re safety.  That mission includes being 
vigilant in protecting the value of  your water supply.  During 
the last year especially, Greeley Water has been in Water 
Court several times to make sure that others, be they well 
owners or developers, are not using the water supplies that 
the citizens of  Greeley have already bought and paid for.  
Greeley has created a water legacy and still has plenty of  
water for beneþ cial uses but never for waste.  So be water 
wise.

Jon Monson
Water & Sewer Director



(Sampling was performed from January 1, 2006, through December 31, 2006, unless otherwise indicated.)

AL: Action level.  
The concentration 
of  a contaminant, 
which, if  exceeded, 
triggers treatment or 
other requirements 
that a water system 
must follow.

MCL: Maximum 
contaminant level.  
The highest level 
of  a contaminant 
allowed in drinking 
water below 
which there are 
no known health 
effects.  MCLs are 
set as close to the 
MCLGs as feasible 
using the best 
available treatment 
technology.

MCLG: Maximum 
contaminant level 
goal.  The level 
of  a contaminant 
in drinking water 
below which there 
are no known or 
expected risks to 
health.  MCLGs 
allow for a margin 
of  safety.

MRDLG: Maximum 
residual disinfectant 
level goal. The 
level of  a drinking 
water disinfectant, 
below which there 
are no known or 
expected risks to 
health.  MRDLGs 
do not reÿ ect the 
beneþ ts of  the use 
of  disinfectants to 

The Safe Drinking Water Act establishes drinking water standards for most water 
systems in the country, including Greeleyõs.  In 2006, Greeleyõs system operated 
without exemption. The Cityõs water system did receive permission not to test for 
cyanide, asbestos, dioxin or glyphosate because it is unlikely they would be found.  
 
In compliance with state and federal laws, the City routinely monitors for a long list of  
contaminants.  The tables identify which ones Greeley detected, the levels found, and 
the maximum allowable levels.  Greeley met all drinking water standards.  For a list of  the contaminants 
tested but not detected, please call (970)350-9811.  In addition, the EPA requires water systems to monitor 
for certain unregulated contaminants. 

The sources of  drinking water (both 
tap water and bottled water) include 
rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs, and wells.  As water travels over 
the surface of  the land or through the 
ground, it dissolves naturally occurring 
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive 
material, and can pick up substances 
resulting from the presence of  animals 
or from human activity.  Contaminants 
that may be present in source water 
include:

Microbiological Contaminants: such as viruses and bacteria, 
which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, 
livestock operations and wildlife.

Percentage of  
measurements below 

the limit

All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be 
expected to contain at least small amounts of  some contaminants.  
The presence of  contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the 
water poses a health risk.  Some people may be more vulnerable to 
contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  Im-
muno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergo-
ing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, 
people with HIV-AIDS or other immune system disorders, some 
elderly and infants can be particularly at risk for infections.  These 
people should seek advice about drinking water from their health 
care providers.  For more information about contaminants and po-
tential health effects, or to receive a copy of  the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of  infec-
tion by Cryptosporidium and microbiological contaminants call the 
EPA Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Infants and young children are 
typically more vulnerable to lead in 
drinking water than the general 
population.  It is possible that lead
 levels at your home may be higher 
than other homes in the community as
a result of  materials used in your 
homeõs plumbing..  If  you are 
concerned about elevated lead levels 
in your homeõs water, you may wish to
have your water tested or ÿ ush your
tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes 
before using tap water.   Additional 
information is available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline 1-800-426-4791.

Contaminant, 
Units

MCLG MCL Highest 
Single Value

Violation? Source of  
Contaminant in 
Drinking Water

Turbidity,  NTU N/A TTÒ 0.3 100% 0.17 No Soil runoff
TTÒ 1.0 100%

There are two treatment technique standards for turbidity.  To meet the treatment technique standard of  0.3 NTU, the 
reported turbidity must be less than or equal to this value at least 95% of  the time.  To meet the treatment technique 
standard of  1.0 NTU, turbidity must never be greater than 1.0 NTU.

Contaminant MCLG MCL Percentage of  samples that 
were positive

Violation? Source of  contaminant in 
drinking water

Total coliform 
bacteria

0 5% of  the 
samples test 

positive

0% No Naturally present in the 
environment

Each month, 90 samples are taken in the distribution system.  Of  the 90 taken each month, none were found positive 
for coliform bacteria. 

Contaminant, 
Units

Compliance Factor 
(measurements should 
not be lower than this 

factor)

Annual removal ratio and
lowest RAA detected

Violation? Source of  contaminant  in 
drinking water

Total Organic 
Carbon (TOC)

1.0 Range: 1.07 ð 1.28
Lowest RAA: 1.07

No Naturally present in the 
environment

Compliance with the TOC standard is based on how much organic carbon is removed from the raw water. 

Contaminant, 
Units

MCLG MCL Range of  levels detected and 
highest value detected 

Violation? Source of  contaminant  in 
drinking water

Chlorine Dioxide, 
ppb

800
(MRDLG)

800
(MRDL)

Range: 0 ð 111
Highest: 111

No Water additive used to 
control microbes

Chlorite, ppm 0.8 1 Range: 0.05  ð 0.71
Highest: 0.71

No By-product of  
disinfection

Chlorine residual, 
ppm

4
(MRDLG)

4.0
(MRDL)

Range: 0.02 - 1.5
Highest Annual Average: 0.64

No Water additive used to 
control microbes

Compliance with the Chlorine residual standard is based on a running annual average of  monthly samples taken 
throughout the distribution system.



control microbial 
contaminants.

N/A: Not 
applicable.

ND: Not detected. 
Lab analysis 
indicates that 
contaminant is not 
present.

NTU: 
Nephelometric 
turbidity unit is the 
measurement of  
the clarity of  water.  
Turbidity in excess 
of  5 NTU is just 
noticeable to the 
average person.

pCi/l: Pico curies 
per liter, a measure 
of  radioactivity.

ppm: Parts 
per million, or 
milligrams per liter 
(mg/l).

ppb: Parts per billion 
or micrograms per 
liter (ug/l).

RAA: Running 
annual average. It 
is an average of  
four consecutive 
quarterly averages.

TOC: Total organic 
carbon. A measure 
of  the total amount 
of  carbon in the 
water, present as 
organic molecules.

TT: Treatment 
technique.  A 
required process 
intended to reduce 
the level of  a 
contaminant in 
drinking water.

Inorganic Contaminants: such as salts and metals, which can be 
naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, 
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas 
production, mining or farming.

Pesticides and Herbicides: which may come from a variety of  
sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff  and 
residential uses.

Organic Chemical Contaminants: including synthetic and 
volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of  industrial 
processes and petroleum production and can also come from 
gas stations, urban storm water runoff  and septic systems.

Radioactive Contaminants: which can be naturally-occurring or 
be the result of  oil and gas production or mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water 
is safe to drink, the Colorado 
Department of  Public Health and 
Environment prescribes regulations 
limiting the amount of  certain 
contaminants in water provided 
by public water systems.  The 
Food and Drug Administration 
regulations establish limits for 
contaminants in bottled water that 
must provide the same protection 
for public health.

Cryptosporidium is a microorganism found in rivers and lakes.  It 
can cause severe intestinal disorders, including nausea, diarrhea and 
abdominal cramps.  Most healthy individuals can recover from it in 
a few weeks.  Immuno-compromised people face a greater risk of  
developing life-threatening illness and should ask their doctors about 
appropriate precautions to take.  Cryptosporidium must be ingested 
to cause disease, and it may be spread through means other than 
drinking water. 

In 2006, Cryptosporidium 
was detected in untreated 
water samples from source 
water supplied by the C-BT
system and the Cache la 
Poudre River.  Current test
methods cannot determine 
whether the organisms 
were dead or capable of  
causing disease.  Greeleyõs 
system eliminates Cryptosporidium from drinking water. The 
treatment combination includes coagulation, sedimentation, þ ltration, 
and disinfection. Tests did not detect the organisms in treated water.

Environment prescribes regulations 

Contaminant, 
Units

MCLG MCL Range of  levels detected and highest 
value detected 

Violation? Source of  contaminant  
in drinking water

Antimony, ppb 6 6 Range: 0.16 -- 0.25     Highest: 0.25 No Industrial activity
Barium, ppm 2 2 Range : 0.17 ð 0.56  Highest: 0.56 No Erosion of  natural deposits

Beryllium, ppb 4 4 Range: 0.13 -- 0.38    Highest: 0.38 No Industrial activity
Fluoride, ppm 4 4 Range: 0.24 ð 1.10    Highest: 1.10 No Water additive that promotes 

strong teeth
Nitrate, ppm 10 10 Range: 0.01 ð 0.035     Highest: 0.035 No Runoff  from fertilizer use; 

leaching from septic systems; 
erosion of  natural deposits

Selenium, ppb 50 50 Range: 0.3 ð 1.5      Highest: 1.5 No Erosion of  natural deposits
Contaminant, 

Units
MCLG MCL 90th 

Percentile 
Value

# of  Homes 
Exceeding Action 

Level

Violation? Source of  contaminant  in 
drinking water

Lead, ppb 0 AL=15 5 0 No Corrosion of  household 
plumbing systemsCopper, ppm 1.3 AL=1.3 0.34 0 No

The 90th percentile value represents the highest concentration that is exceeded by 10% of  the taps sampled. The data 
presented are from the most recent testing performed in 2005.

Contaminant, 
Units

MCLG MCL Range of  levels detected and highest 
value detected 

Violation? Source of  contaminant 
 in drinking water

Gross alpha, 
pCi/L

0 15 Range:  Not detected ð 2      Highest: 2 No Erosion of  natural deposits

Gross beta, 
pCi/l

0 50 Range: not detected ð 3        Highest: 3 No Decay of  natural deposits

The data presented for radionuclides are from the most recent testing performed in 2004. 

Haloacetic Acids, 
(HAA5), ppb

N/A 60 Range: 15 - 41
Highest Annual Average: 27

No By-product of  
disinfection

Total 
Trihalomethanes,

(TTHM), ppb

N/A 80 Range: 19 - 66
Highest  Annual Average: 42

No By-product of  
disinfection

Compliance with the TTHM & HAA5 standards is based on a running annual average of  four quarterly sets of  samples 
taken throughout the distribution system. 

Contaminant, 
Units

MCLG MCL Value Detected Violation? Source of  contaminant  
in drinking water

Hexachloropentadiene,
ppb

50 50 0.086 No Discharge from chemical 
factories

Testing performed on Aug. 21 and Nov. 27.  Detected in November.  Performing quarterly follow up testing in 2007.

Contaminant, Unit Highest value detected Range Secondary Standard 
Sodium, MG/L 27 8-27 10000

Total dissolved solids (TDS), MG/L 286 50-286 500
Secondary standards are non-enforceable guidelines for contaminants that may cause aesthetic effects in drinking water.  
EPA recommends these standards but does not require water systems to comply.




