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Overlooking Greeley’s Filter Plant Site, circa 1905



Greeley’s Bellvue PipelineGreeley’s Bellvue Pipeline

�� Thank you for the opportunityThank you for the opportunity
�� When people don’t know,                      When people don’t know,                      

they assume the worst they assume the worst 

�� Here are the facts:Here are the facts:
�� There are 3 choices for routing the pipeline There are 3 choices for routing the pipeline 

through the LaPorte areathrough the LaPorte area
�� All of them are tough; All of them are tough; 
�� We chose the best of them.We chose the best of them.



Three Choices

The FactsThe Facts



History in Larimer CountyHistory in Larimer County

�� Been here over 100 yearsBeen here over 100 years
�� We serve parts of Larimer County and are We serve parts of Larimer County and are 

interconnected with Loveland and other interconnected with Loveland and other 
water districtswater districtswater districtswater districts

�� Supply irrigation water to Larimer and Supply irrigation water to Larimer and 
Weld County farmersWeld County farmers

�� Only second time we’ve added pipeline Only second time we’ve added pipeline 
capacity in 100 yearscapacity in 100 years



The NeedThe Need

�� Greeley is Greeley is growinggrowing, , 
�� Water demand has Water demand has exceeded 90%exceeded 90%

of delivery capacityof delivery capacity
�� We need to We need to expand capacityexpand capacity�� We need to We need to expand capacityexpand capacity

�� filter plant and filter plant and 
�� pipelinepipeline
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Frequent QuestionsFrequent Questions

�� Why don’t you use the old easement?Why don’t you use the old easement?
�� You cannot use an old easement for a You cannot use an old easement for a 

new pipe    new pipe    
�� We often use the same We often use the same alignmentalignment, parallel, , parallel, �� We often use the same We often use the same alignmentalignment, parallel, , parallel, 

but have to buy a new easementbut have to buy a new easement
�� On the Northern segment, 65% is parallel On the Northern segment, 65% is parallel 

to existing pipeto existing pipe



Frequent QuestionsFrequent Questions

�� Don’t you always condemn easements?Don’t you always condemn easements?
�� No.  Greeley has long history of cooperationNo.  Greeley has long history of cooperation
�� Greeley must pay fair market value for  Greeley must pay fair market value for  

easements easements easements easements 
�� On the whole project, we have purchased   On the whole project, we have purchased   

82 easements 82 easements 
�� Five property owners exercised their Five property owners exercised their 

constitutional right for a court to determine constitutional right for a court to determine 
just compensation.just compensation.



Frequent QuestionsFrequent Questions

�� Why don’t you pump around LaPorte?Why don’t you pump around LaPorte?
�� The Poudre flows by gravity thru LaPorte.The Poudre flows by gravity thru LaPorte.
�� This pipeline will flow by gravity all the way This pipeline will flow by gravity all the way 

to Greeleyto Greeleyto Greeleyto Greeley
�� Pumping when gravity would do the work Pumping when gravity would do the work 

is irresponsibleis irresponsible



Frequent QuestionsFrequent Questions

�� Does Greeley have a federal permit?Does Greeley have a federal permit?
�� Greeley has requested verification of a Greeley has requested verification of a 

404 permit from the Corps of Engineers404 permit from the Corps of Engineers
Completed Completed biological assessment biological assessment �� Completed Completed biological assessment biological assessment 

�� Completed Completed cultural resources assessmentcultural resources assessment
•• Corps: No adverse effects Corps: No adverse effects 
•• ACHP is concerned about future maintenance ACHP is concerned about future maintenance 
•• Corps is respondingCorps is responding

�� Now evaluating other effects on the riverNow evaluating other effects on the river



Frequent QuestionsFrequent Questions

�� Won’t the pipeline destroy the historic Won’t the pipeline destroy the historic 
structures and the Pointstructures and the Point--ofof--Rocks?Rocks?

�� No.No.
�� Pipeline will avoid the historic bridges, the Pipeline will avoid the historic bridges, the �� Pipeline will avoid the historic bridges, the Pipeline will avoid the historic bridges, the 

rail bed, and the Pointrail bed, and the Point--ofof--Rocks by Rocks by 
tunnelingtunneling. . 



Frequent QuestionsFrequent Questions

�� Why did you choose this route?Why did you choose this route?
�� Pipelines are invisible when working, but Pipelines are invisible when working, but 

require months of construction require months of construction 
�� The area around or through LaPorte is The area around or through LaPorte is �� The area around or through LaPorte is The area around or through LaPorte is 

especially toughespecially tough
�� 18 alternatives came down to 18 alternatives came down to 

Three choices…Three choices…



�� Southern alignment Southern alignment -- ApprovedApproved
�� Affects 28 properties        Affects 28 properties        ---- PointPoint--ofof--RocksRocks
�� Historic structures            Historic structures            ---- Lush environment Lush environment 



�� Middle alignmentMiddle alignment ---- Historic structuresHistoric structures

�� Affects 65 properties       Affects 65 properties       ---- Moves people outMoves people out
�� Disrupts 2 neighborhoods       of their homesDisrupts 2 neighborhoods       of their homes



�� Northern alignmentNorthern alignment
�� Affects 153 properties    Affects 153 properties    ---- Dozens businessesDozens businesses
�� 7,500 trips per day         7,500 trips per day         ---- Two schoolsTwo schools



�� Southern alignment Southern alignment -- ApprovedApproved
�� Affects 28 properties        Affects 28 properties        ---- PointPoint--ofof--RocksRocks
�� Historic structures            Historic structures            ---- Lush environment Lush environment 



Southern Route IssuesSouthern Route Issues

�� Bingham Hill comes right down to PoudreBingham Hill comes right down to Poudre
�� Extensive vegetation along riverExtensive vegetation along river
�� Historic structures: bridges, rail bed, farmHistoric structures: bridges, rail bed, farm

Solution:Solution:
�� TunnelingTunneling for 1,700 feet avoids         for 1,700 feet avoids         

PointPoint--ofof--Rocks, vegetation, and historic Rocks, vegetation, and historic 
structures structures 



Public OutreachPublic Outreach

�� Larimer County Planning Commission walked Larimer County Planning Commission walked 
area then approved selected routearea then approved selected route

�� With conditions: Best Management PracticesWith conditions: Best Management Practices
�� BMP addresses ground waterBMP addresses ground water

�� LaPorte Area Planning Advisory CommitteeLaPorte Area Planning Advisory Committee�� LaPorte Area Planning Advisory CommitteeLaPorte Area Planning Advisory Committee
�� Open house for LaPorte areaOpen house for LaPorte area
�� Both City Manager and Mayor met with specific Both City Manager and Mayor met with specific 

property ownersproperty owners
�� Met with BHF and had them address BoardMet with BHF and had them address Board
�� We have met with all property ownersWe have met with all property owners
�� Half the easements have been acquiredHalf the easements have been acquired



ConclusionsConclusions

�� Greeley is adding Bellvue pipeline capacity Greeley is adding Bellvue pipeline capacity 
for only the second time in 100 years.for only the second time in 100 years.

�� The approved route affects fewest property The approved route affects fewest property 
owners by far, and fewer of public at large owners by far, and fewer of public at large owners by far, and fewer of public at large owners by far, and fewer of public at large 

�� Tunneling will avoid the historic bridges and Tunneling will avoid the historic bridges and 
rail beds, and will minimize environmental rail beds, and will minimize environmental 
effectseffects



Questions?Questions?

�� River crossing before and after pictureRiver crossing before and after picture




