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In compliance with the Colorado Primary Drinking Water 
Regulations, the Greeley Water Department is pleased to 
present to you this yearõs drinking water quality report.  
The information in this report covers the City of  Greeley 
public water system for calendar year 2007.  The report 
provides an opportunity for you to learn about where 
our drinking water comes from and the quality of  the 
water.  Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and 
dependable supply of  drinking water.

If  you would like more information about the material 
covered in this report, you can contact the Greeley Water 
Departmentõs Regulatory Compliance Coordinator, Colleen 
Young, at 970-350-9846.   To view the report online, visit 
www.greeleygov.com/ccr. Access information about drinking 
water in general on the EPAõs drinking water web site at 
www.epa.gov/safewater.

Additionally, the public is welcome to attend meetings of  
Greeleyõs Water and Sewer Board, which are usually held on 
the third Wednesday afternoon of  every month at City Hall, 
located at 1000 10th Street.  For more information on times, 
dates and locations of  the Board meetings, please contact Lory 
Hildred at 970-350-9812. 

Jon Monson
Water & Sewer Director
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Greeley allows three days-per-week 
watering.   Residents must follow the 
mandatory schedule below and refrain 
from watering during the heat of  the 
day.  The Water Department is allowing 
three days for ÿ exibility, although we 
encourage you to water one or two days
in the spring and fall depending on rainfall and temperature.  

Greeley offers sprinkler system assessments and rebates to all 
residential and commercial water customers. Call 970-336-
4134 for more information. 

Greeley drinking water comes from surface water located 
in four major river basins:  Cache la Poudre River, Laramie 
River, Big Thompson River and Colorado River. 

We use six high-mountain reservoirs
in the Poudre basin (Barnes Meadow, 
Comanche, Hourglass, Peterson, Milton 
Seaman, and Twin Lake) to retain water 
from spring snowmelt for redistribution 
during the summer and fall when water 
demand is high, but river ÿ ows are low.  
In addition, the City uses a plains reservoir system (Boyd 
Lake, Lake Loveland and Horseshoe Lake) to provide 
storage for summer demands. Greeley owns a portion of 
the Colorado-Big Thompson and Windy Gap Projects.  We 
store our portion from the C-BT Project in Lake Granby, 
Horsetooth Reservoir, and Carter Lake, and can deliver water 
to either the Poudre or Big Thompson River Basins to meet 
water demand.

Greeley treats water at the Boyd 
Lake Water Treatment Plant near 
Loveland or the Bellvue Water
Treatment Plant located north 
of Fort Collins.  The Boyd Lake 
facility operates from April to October to accommodate 
increased demand from lawn watering.  The Bellvue facility 
operates year-round.  Treated water is then piped to Greeley 
where it is distributed to customers or stored in one of three 
þ nished water reservoirs.

In order to provide drought 
protection for northern Colorado 
and ensure a reliable water supply,  
the Cites of Greeley and Fort 
Collins are partnering with other 
area municipal and agricultural 
water providers to develop a 
regional water management 
project involving Greeleyõs Milton
Seaman Reservoir and Fort 
Collinsõ Halligan Reservoir. 
Participating in the project are the water districts of North 
Weld County, Fort Collins-Loveland, East Larimer County, 
and the North Poudre Irrigation Company.  

The project, which is currently in the permitting stage, 
will provide additional water to satisfy future demand and 
protection during dry years. City leaders expect that this 
partnership will help the communities meet future water 
demand and make more efþ cient use of existing water 
supplies.  Fort Collins anticipates that enlargement of 
Halligan will be completed some time after 2010, while the 
Milton Seaman enlargement will occur around 2025.  

For more information on the Halligan-Seaman Water 
Management Project, please visit www.halligan-seaman.com. 

Source water is untreated water
from streams, rivers, lakes or 
underground aquifers that is 
used to supply public drinking 
water.  The Colorado Source 
Water Assessment and 
Protection (SWAP) Program is 
designed to provide the public 
information about the sources 
of water, as well as protect the 
quality of drinking water. The 
SWAP Program encourages 
community-based protection and prevention to ensure 
that all public drinking water resources are kept safe 
from future contamination.  The state has completed its 
assessment of Coloradoõs source waters and the Greeley 
SWAP Program assessment report is expected to be released 
this year.  For information about the SWAP Program, visit 
www.cdphe.state.co.us/wq/sw/swaphom.html. 

Water protection and conservation starts 
with each one of us.  While Greeley 
treats water before and after you use it, 
your role in protecting water quality for 
your fellow citizens is crucial.  Common 
contaminants posing a threat to our water 
every day are: chemical lawn products, pet 
waste, automotive maintenance ÿ uids, 
household chemicals and discarded medications.  Below are a 
few ways you can protect our water.

Chemical lawn and garden fertilizers and herbicides that 
drain off yards following storms and irrigation can be 
harmful to humans and animals. Use chemical fertilizers 
and herbicides sparingly and donõt apply before rainfall or 
irrigation.  Consider using natural fertilizers such as compost.  
Try companion planting to reduce the need for herbicides or 
select pest-resistant plants.  For more information, contact 
the Colorado State University Extension in Weld County, at 
www.ext.colostate.edu or call 970-304-6535. 

Pet waste contains large amounts of bacteria transported by 
rain and snowmelt through the soil and ultimately, to surface 
waters. Use a plastic bag or pooper scooper to pick up pet 
wastes, wrap securely in a plastic bag and place it in the trash.

Donõt dispose of pharmaceutical products down the drain or 
toilet.  Crush solid medications and dissolve them in water and 
dilute liquid medications in water.  Then mix the solution with 
kitty litter, sawdust or other absorbent material that a child or 
pet would not be attracted to.  Place the material in a plastic 
bag, seal the bag or tie it shut and dispose of the bag in the 
trash. 

Household and vehicle maintenance chemical products such 
as motor oil; antifreeze; lead acid, lithium or nickel-cadmium 
(ni-cad) batteries; chemical cleaning products; pesticides; and 
paints and solvents can be harmful to humans and animals 
if disposed of improperly.  Never pour used vehicle ÿ uids or 
household chemical products onto the ground or down the 
drain.  

Dispose of any household hazardous chemicals at the Weld 
County Household Hazardous Waste Facility, located at 1311 
North 17th Avenue.  For further information, please call the 
Weld County Household Hazardous Waste ofþ ce at (970) 304-
6415, extension 3790, or visit:  www.co.weld.co.us. Household 
waste is accepted free from any Weld County resident.  

In 2000, about 346,000 million gallons of water  per day were 
withdrawn from surface and groundwater sources.  

Here is a breakdown of how Americans use water.

Ł Irrigation ð 40%    
Ł Thermo-electric power generation ð 30% *
Ł Public supply ð 13%
Ł Industry ð 5%
Ł Livestock and aquaculture - < 1%
Ł Domestic/household use (self-supplied) ð 1%
Ł Mining ð 1%

*Note:  water used in electrical power generation is mostly used to cool the heated 
power production equipment.  The majority of power plant water is returned to the 
environment and thereafter available for other uses. 

Source:  U.S. Geological Survey

What do you do next?  Someone once told me that is the only 
problem in life.  We all face that problem daily, both in small 
things and large.  Greeley Waterõs mission is to provide pure 
plentiful water, for your health and þ re safety, every day and 
without fail.  We keep asking ourselves how we can do that 
better.  Should we test new water treatment technologies like 
ozone and membranes or should we rely on the tried and true, 
like activated carbon and sand þ lters?  Greeley is blessed with 
high quality source water, pure Rocky Mountain snowmelt, 
so the tried and true works pretty well.  But we need to keep 
asking.  And deciding what to do next.  One of  the larger 
questions we must all ask is how do we maintain that plentiful 
supply?  And we, the whole community of  Greeley, must 
decide.  Should we continue to live off  our water legacy as 
we grow (risky) or should we develop more supplies ahead of  
time (expensive)?  Or should we change our lifestyle to look 
more like the dry plains community we are (trees)?  Can we do 
all three? It is up to us to decide what to do next.






