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Rampant motor vehicle 
thefts fuel those other 
crimes, as well, police will 
tell you; stolen vehicles often 
are used in the commission 
of other crimes.

Now, a fed-up city council-
man in the state’s No. 3 city 
wants to crack down. Tired 
of waiting for a statewide re-
sponse, Councilman Dustin 
Zvonek in Aurora is pushing 
his city to act locally.

Kudos to the councilman 
for setting an example for 
Weld County, Denver, Colo-
rado Springs and a host of 
other Colorado communities 
where seemingly nothing on 
wheels is safe from plunder.

As The Gazette reported 
this year, auto thefts in Colo-
rado soared 88% since 2017, 
according to numbers com-
piled by the state.

And as reported this week 
by Denver’s Channel 7 News, 
auto theft in Aurora leapt by 
nearly triple the statewide 
rate in the same time — by 
an astounding 239%.

Zvonek will introduce leg-
islation next week calling on 
fellow council members to 
set a mandatory minimum 
sentence of 60 days for car 
thefts in the city.

A 10-day mandatory mini-
mum sentence also would be 
imposed on auto-theft sus-
pects who are charged but 
fail to show up in court. 
Right now, auto thieves in 
Aurora often wind up on 
probation, Zvonek says.

The freshman council 
member was elected in No-
vember, partly on a public-
safety platform. He ran as 
one of a slate of council can-
didates who sought success-
fully to flip the previous 
council majority and its soft-
on-crime policies. So, the 
tide might have turned in 
Aurora.

“Our residents deserve 
better, we must take bold ac-
tion,” Zvonek posted to his 
Facebook page this week.

“This plan, supported and 
enforced aggressively by law 

these very amenities being very 
important. 

Hence, the proposal from 
McWhinney to begin hydraulic 
fracturing very near/under-
neath the Lakes at Centerra is 
both shocking and appalling.

The proposed 26 wells will 
be in close proximity to our 
lakes, as well as Medical Center 
of the Rockies, a K-8 STEAM 
school, Loveland Sports Park, 
senior housing, and many 
apartments, townhomes, and 
businesses. If approved, the 
fracking process will impose 
upon us increased noise levels, 
light and air pollution, and 
possible seismic activity.

In addition, millions of gal-
lons of freshwater are required 
to frack each well. From what 
source will that water originate 
in our drought-stricken state — 
Our own nearby lakes? Or 

drawn from our rivers and 
trucked in on local roads which 
will be negatively impacted by 
the constant traffic? 

And where will the polluted 
frackwater be disposed of, this 
forever-toxic cocktail of radio-
active materials and heavy 
metals?

Loveland voters are watch-
ing. We respectfully ask that 
McWhinney and the City of 
Loveland revisit this idea and 
come up with an alternative 
that both remunerates 
McWhinney for its investment 
in the community while also 
complementing, not harming, 
the thriving environment that 
has been created here at Cen-
terra.

Doug & Diane Hutchinson

Loveland
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enforcement agencies 
throughout the city and 
counties, will send a very 
clear message that the city of 
Aurora is not the city for of-
fenders to choose to commit 
motor vehicle theft.”

Zvonek sees runaway auto 
theft in the broader context 
of the justice system’s break-
down in the state, and he’s 
right.

“In Colorado, over the past 
six, seven years, we’ve seen a 
systematic effort to decrimi-
nalize everything to the 
point to where we’re decrim-
inalizing crime,” Zvonek told 
Denver 7 News.

“I’m not saying we have to 
throw everybody in jail and 
lock them up, but we have to 
have more severe penalties.”

The statewide wave of 
auto theft stems in large part 
from a criminal-coddling po-
litical movement that ex-
tends well beyond Aurora’s 
former council majority.

The state Legislature has 
done its level best over the 
past several sessions to re-
duce or eliminate time be-
hind bars for criminals con-
victed of wide-ranging 
crimes.

The Legislature even has 
made it harder to charge 
them in the first place. A law 
passed last year, for example, 
deprives law officers of the 
ability to charge previously 
convicted felons with felony 
possession of a firearm.

Where it ends depends on 
when voters decide they’ve 
had enough of the crime tsu-
nami that has inundated 
Colorado.

Meanwhile, at least one 
Colorado community is 
showing the rest of the state 
the first step in the right di-
rection.

            — The Gazette (Colo. Springs) 
Editorial Board, June 9         

Colorado has 
the highest 
auto theft rate 
in the nation
Colorado has the highest rate of auto theft 
in the nation. It’s No. 1 among the states — 
and it’s worse than just an embarrassing 
and dubious distinction. It’s also a potent 
reminder of the state’s skyrocketing crime 
rate overall, including for violent crimes, 
drug crimes and property crimes.
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A vehicle stolen from a property in Gilrest is shown on screen 
earlier this year.

               By Sean Chambers & Harold 
Evans            
               Guest Columnists            

Across the state, Coloradans 
are hearing that they need to 
prepare for drought conditions. 
Greeley Water has done the 
planning and laid the ground-
work to ensure that its residents 
have a resilient and secure wa-
ter supply.

The consistent delivery of 
safe, high quality, great tasting 
water is the core mission of 
Greeley Water.

The city’s water system is 
among the most resilient in the 
West. Our city water comes 
from snowpack in four river ba-
sins. The city’s mountain reser-
voirs and water rights feed two 
water treatment plants and 2.7 
million feet of pipeline, which 
then makes it way eventually to 
your water tap.

This robust water system was 
developed over the past 130 
years with great ingenuity, per-
sistence and regular invest-
ments in water rights, storage, 
and facilities. All these pieces 
work together to ensure ample 
water supply and service reli-
ability for Greeley.

The City’s Water and Sewer 
Dept. will host a full day tour of 
water and wastewater systems 
on Friday, August 5, 2022. 
Please RSVP for the full day sys-
tem tour at:  water@greeley-
gov.com.

The source of supply is 
weather dependent, and the city 

must manage water resources 
adaptively. The city uses a sci-
ence and engineering-based 
methodology to determine if 
supply is adequate or if there is 
a need for a drought response. 
We evaluate the city’s water sup-
ply and current water demands, 
and factor in city water in stor-
age, snowpack, anticipated wa-
ter from city rights, and the 
long-range climate and weather 
forecasts.

This data is used to deter-
mine if we are in an ‘Adequate 
Water Year.’

At the April 20 Water and 
Sewer Board meeting, the Board 
reviewed the data and staff rec-
ommendations before it de-
clared 2022 an Adequate Water 
Year. As a result, Greeley does 
not have any watering restric-
tions for this summer, other 
than limitations on watering 
during the heat of the day.

What does this mean for you? 
While you may have heard that 
some of our neighboring com-
munities are constrained by 
drought this year, as is much of 
the West, that is not the case for 
Greeley.

There has been a lot of media 
coverage about systemic 
drought in the Colorado River 
Basin and elsewhere, but rest 
assured that Greeley has ample 
water for our community. For 
generations, the city’s leader-
ship, staff and our Water & Sew-
er Board have proactively 
planned to ensure an adequate 
supply.

This robust water supply cou-
pled with an extensive system of 
water infrastructure makes the 
Greeley system very resilient. 
We have also provided our resi-
dents with water conservation 
education and tools.

The “Water Budget” method 
for billing Greeley customers 
has been in place for the past 
five years, and it provides an eq-
uitable approach to providing 
the right amount of water for 
each residential property based 
on the irrigable area outside the 
home and the number of people 
inside the home. Water budget 
billing is paired with the Wa-
terSmart web application to 
supports the City’s goal of pro-
moting efficient water use and 
helps ensure that we will have 
adequate water for this year and 
many years to come.

The city’s leadership and its 
Water & Sewer Board are firmly 
committed to making sure that 
Greeley continues to secure am-
ple water supply, storage, and 
delivery capacity for the com-
munities’ needs. Water is the 
foundation of our sustainable 
economic growth, urban forest, 
and healthy landscapes, and we 
act with intention to ensure that 
generations of Greeley citizens 
will be blessed with the same 
water security we enjoy today.

            — Sean Chambers is Director of 
Water Utilities for the city of 
Greeley. Harold Evans is the 
Chairman of the Greeley Water & 
Sewer Board.         

Greeley water supply is ample, reliable
COMMENTARY

The drawing board

Centerra drilling plan 
appalling

Last year, we purchased a 
home in the Lakes at Centerra 
area in Loveland, a McWhin-
ney-developed community that 
boasts a “sustainable lifestyle.”

The co-located High Plains 
Environmental Center carries 
the coveted “Certified Wild” 
designation from the National 
Wildlife Federation. Three 
lakes are nearby, and the paths 
and wildlife around them are 
enjoyed by residents at all 
times of the year. 

A quick web search on 
“Lakes at Centerra” reveals 
multiple pages emphasizing 
the idea of living in harmony 
with nature. Most residents of 
Lakes at Centerra, as well as 
those in High Plains Village, 
purchased their homes with 
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